 Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
 Minutes of Parish Council 
	Date
	Tuesday 4th March 2025

	Time
	7pm

	Attended
	Councillors: -
Ann Clowes (Chair)
Tania Foster (Vice Chair)
Collette Francis
Christine Pemberton
Joyce Tomlinson, 
Tracey Royle
Mark Brassington
Gareth Baker 
County Councillor: -
Simon Eardley 
Residents: -
Carol Daniels
Robert Daniels
Mike Farwell
Phil Wood
Hassan Ali
Urenco: -
Mike Peers
Laura Johnson
Julia Hanlon
ONR Inspector : -
Dr Mike Redmond 


	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco


	1
	Procedural Matters: -
· Apologies – Cllr Jamie Davies.
· Communication – All relevant communication sent onto Councillors prior to meeting.
· Declaration of Interest – Councillor Colette Francis has put in a Planning Application.
· Matters arising from notes from the last meeting - Minutes to be accepted, proposed by Cllr A. Clowes and seconded by Cllr T. Foster, all present agreed.
· Resignations & vacancies – Pippa Martin to takeover new Clerk position from March 2025.
· Dates of Future Meetings & Locations  
Tuesday 6th May 2025, AGM, Capenhurst Village Hall
Tuesday 8th July 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 2nd September 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 4th November 2025, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 6th January 2026, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 3rd March 2026, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
· Notice of any urgent AOB – No AOB.
	AC
All

	2
	Introduction of the new Clerk: -
· Pippa Martin was introduced as the new Clerk who will be taking over from Carol in the coming weeks.
	AC

	3
	Visiting Officers Cllr Simon Eardley: -
· SE gave an update on the recent planning application for Rectory Lane that has been approved for storage, SE was involved with this application and expressed his concerns it had received the go ahead. There was a mention of a community donation from the company of £200,000 however this will not be available until works have been completed and the new business is up and running.
· Flooding – Regarding the complaints of residents to the lack of response from CWAC, SE has arranged a meeting with Flood Officers on 28th March and will discuss all the concerns in relation to the flooding issues which have not been dealt with.
· £300 from his members budget to go towards litter picking equipment.
· In relation to the planned devolution of Council’s SE confirmed there is presently consultation for a Mayor to be appointed in May 2026 to cover Cheshire West, Cheshire East and Warrington; these combined authorities will receive another level of funding and going forward hopefully this should help with the multiple potholes and leaks which are an ongoing issue.
· There will be a 4.9% Council Tax increase which is within the 5% allowable within the statute.
· SE recently requested an increase to the gully cleaning budget and siding out but this was rejected
· A 20mph speed limit was suggested around all schools in the area at the recent CWaC highways committee, and this has been accepted.

	SE

	4
	Urenco Update
MP addressed the points raised in a letter from a protest group sent to councillors, which had followed a Freedom of Information request. MP reassured the room that Urenco are subject to regulation from the ONR and Mike Redmond would be speaking to explain this role further. In summary, Urenco are required to plan and provide reports on what could happen if an accident/emergency were to occur and how this would be dealt with effectively.  MP confirmed Urenco believe the plans are a robust model and a good set of estimates.
When questioned about the transportation of nuclear and the levels of harmful radiation MP explained that the examples quoted and given for comparison had been confused and in fact could not be compared as they were different forms of measurement and therefore it was not comparing “apples for apples “Namely dose rate vs dose per hour.
MP did confirm the picture from the query was definitely not one from Urenco and in fact not of UK origin.
TF then raised the query about the testing alarm which should be sounding at 10am and in fact had been sounding at 10.03am MP confirmed this is down to the manager on shift that day but will provide feedback on this.
ONR Site Inspector – Dr Mike Redmond introduced himself and explained part of his role is to represent the public. It was suggested that he attend our meetings twice per year and that we are sent his annual report in relation to Urenco which is also available on ONR website.
Planning Applications Urenco – 
An update on planning applications
· Car park extension to the front of the car park (additional tarmac) 
· A new central contractor site ‘Welfare Contractor Village’
· ‘Halo Project’ moving cables and electricity set up with low level disruption
· New B825 Office Building a modular flat pack building.
There is a litter pick planned in the village for 15th April 9am – 11am 
There is Running Club holding an event through the village on 16th March.
CP requested a safety marshal to cover the entrance of the Sports Field access as the amount of traffic has been causing some issues recently.  LJ to speak to the Sports Club committee.
TF asks please can Urenco remind their cement wagon drivers not to drive through the village.  LJ agreed to send out a reminder to all their suppliers.

	LJ


	5
	Members Interest forms 
· It was agreed these would be refreshed at the upcoming AGM meeting in May 2025
	All

	6
	Police and Crime Commissioners Group – 
· TF confirmed she had attended a meeting with the new  Police and Crime Commissioner Dan Price on 22 January, the report is attached. There was some confusion over the PCSO being paid for extra time in Saughall Village, Ann has agreed to write to the PCSO to query this.
	TF

	7
	VE Day Celebration 8th May 2025
· TR suggested celebrations, tea and cake at the Village Hall, a singer for the Care Home and there will be a sunflower competition for the local children in September. 
	All


	8
	Members of the Public Speaking Time
· Residents Mike Farwell expressed concerns over lack of response from CWAC Flooding Officers regarding flooding issues (what are their response times?) and asked if CWAC could enforce fines for blocked drains. As mentioned, SE is going to be meeting with CWAC on 28th March to discuss this and obtain an official response from CWAC on this matter. Any kind of enforcement would need to be dealt with by the CWaC.
· Internet/Email/Website and Facebook. Some of the Councillors cannot access email from a desktop - PM to pick this up with James at Easy websites.

	

	8
	Planning:
· Pinfold Paddocks demolition of existing building and replacing with new building to be discussed at the next planning sub-committee
· Enforcement have permitted the dog park on Chapel Lane 
· 2 Inglewood cottage, Inglewood Manor was recommended for approval by the sub-committee providing the footprint is the same size 
· We have recommended approval for the crown reduction of the oak at the village hall
· We have registered a complaint about the extent of the building at Laurels Farm on Parkgate Road and that this is being used as a business
· There has been a suggestion that The Hayloft, Capenhurst Lane is to be used as either a children’s home or an alternative school for children that cannot fit into mainstream schools, should this be the case it would require a change of use 

	 All
TF

	9
	Finance:
· Tania requests any outstanding invoices please before the end of tax year
· RFO report attached
· Precept requested and accepted for £5,500, which means a reduction of 0.2% for our community
· £300 from Simon’s members budget has been received in payment for litter picking equipment. To be matched by the council.
· Promise of donation from ETC from Environmental improvements it was suggested animal observation cameras could be purchased.  No amount has presently been suggested.
· Regular expenses £34.18 for Scribe accounting software and £60.82 for Easyweb website per calendar month
· Salaries £169 x 3 for Dec, Jan and Feb

	 TF


	10
	Members Information
- CHALC- e mails circulated
- NALC- e mails circulated
- Training- e mails circulated
- PCSO Report circulated
	All

	11
	Members Speaking Time
- Councillors
- Visiting Members 
   
	

	12
	Meeting closes
	


